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HIS,  G:  R  A  G:  E, 

The  L  O  R  D  A  R  C,H  B  I  &  B  O  P 

0<  F 

C  //  iV  r  E  R  B.  U  R  Y. 

My  Lord, 

1' F'  I. may  have  the-  Favour  of  being* par- 
f  donee!  for  prefixing  your  great  Name 
to  this  fecond  Edition  of  a  final  1  imper- 

a  %  i'edt 


IV. 


DEDICATION. 


feet  Trait  3  ’tis  all  I  prefume  to  ask. 
How  reafonably,  your  Grace  will  be  plea- 
led  to  judge,  from  what  I  here  beg  Leave 
to  offer  in  Excufe  for  fo  doing. 

My  Lord ,  the  Clergy  of  this  Kingdom 
ffand  obliged  to  read,  at  ftated  Times,  His 
Majefty$  laft  Order  of  Council \  in  Refer¬ 
ence  to  The  Difiemper  of  the  Cattle  $  and 
(which  is  more)  to  ufe  a  dayly  Prayer  upon 
the  lame  Occafion. - Both  which  are  per¬ 

formed  by  fome,  and  omitted  by  others  j 
not  without  Offence  alike,  to  different  Per- 
fons,  for  different  Reafons. 

Many  of  thofe,  who  read  as  enjoined, 
make  no  more  Scruple  (in  their  own  Cafe) 
of  difo.beying  His  Majefifs  Orders^  in  one 
material  Article  efpecially,  than  do  moft 
others  of  their  Lay-fe l low-Sub jeSls  j  where¬ 
in  is  aihed,  a  very  unfeemly,  and,  at  the 
belt,  an  unthinking  Part. 


On 
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On  the  other  Hand,  fome,  being  more 
confederate,  believe  it  to  have  been  a  princi¬ 
pal  Intention  of  the  Prayer  appointed,  to 
implore  The  B  l effing  of  Almighty  God  upon 
the  Ufe  of  thofe  Means,  which  the  JVifdom 
of  Government  hath  directed  in  the  Cafe  of 
that  Calamity. 

Viewing  Things  in  which  Light  •,  and 
obferving  an  almoft  univerfal  Neglect  and 
Contempt  of  that  moll  eflential  Part  of 
His  Majefty ’s  Order ,  which  ftrictly  com¬ 
mands  the  killing  of  all  diflempered  Cattle, 
fo  foon  as  perceived }  they  think  it,  in  fome 
Sort,  a  Prophanation  of  public  Prayer ,  un¬ 
der  fuch  Circumftances,  to  continue  it. 

.  r  V*- . 

And  as  thefe  are  Matters  more  immedi¬ 
ately  within  your  Grace's,  high  Province 
and  Sphere  of  Confideration  :  So  it  is  hum¬ 
bly  hoped,  That  the  plain,  honeft  Intention 
of  this  Addrels,  and  of  the  ElTay  accompa¬ 
nying 


VI. 
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nying  it,  will,  in  fome  Meafure,  Apologize 
for  the  Libertv  here  taken  by, 

J  tt  J 


My  Lord, 


YOUIj,  GRACES 


Mnfl  >  humble  Se^aant. 


9. 
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T  C 

THE  RlbHT  i-I  O  N  O  L*  R  A  B  L  E, 

r  h  e  lord  ti  j  r  n  ir  i  c  k. 

Lord  High  Chancellor 


J  .  V  V 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Mf  Lord. 


DEDICATIONS,'  I  believe/  are  fef- 
dolYi'  made,i  but  by  PermiffoT  from 
the  Patrd.n  5  and'  either  in  Expec¬ 
tation 


viii.  DEDICATION. 

tation,  or  Acknowledgment  of  feme  partic¬ 
ular  Benefit  to  the  Author. - But  1,  who 

am  altogether  unknown  to  your  Lordjhip , 
and  likely  to  remainTo  (whatever  I  might 
other  wife  be  thought  to  want  comparative¬ 
ly)  leek  nothig  hereby,  but  the  Good  of 

that  .Community,  whereof  I  am  an  inconfi- 
derable  Member.  :  • 

And  j,ou)  Lord  flip  knowing  right  well, 
how  tar  it  is  pofiible  for  a  Perfon  to  adt  up¬ 
on  fuch  a  Principle  •  will,  I  flatter  myfelf, 
be  inclined  to  credit  me  in  this  Profeffion  • 
infbmuch  that,  regarding  the  Occafion  and 
the  Exd  of  this  Addrefs,  you  will  be  plea- 
fed  to  difpenfe  with  the  Forms  of  it. 

My  Zero/,  The  Dillemper  (id I  rages,  a- 
morg  the  CATTLE  in  many  Parts  of  this 
Kingdom.  ---That  it  does  io,  is,  human¬ 
ly  fpeaking,  to  be  charged,  chiefly,  upon 
the  Neglect  of  that  Part  of  His  Majeflyh 

Order 
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Order ,  which  requires  killing  the  Diftem- 
pered ,  fo  foon  as  perceived.  And  that  this 
is  not  done,  is,  I  think,  in  a  great  Meafure, 

to  be  imputed  to  the  M - g — tes,  who 

plainly,  and  almoft  generally,  in  the  very 
firft  Inftances,  forbear  to  execute  their  Part. 
What  that  is,  I  need  not  inform  your  Lord- 
Jhip  }  nor  poftibly  of  the  Reafons  alledged 
in  excufe  for  themfelvcs  ;  which  I  humbly 
conceive,  are  not  altogether  Juft  j  or,  if 
true  in  Part,  not  the  whole  Truth  $  but 
rather,  that  having  heretofore  fet  themfelves 
much  againft  that  particular  Ordinance,  for 
killing  die.  they  are  loth,  by  another  Con¬ 
duit,  to  appear  as  if  they  had  been  once  to 
blame. 

And,  tho’  in  Matters  of  lefs  Confe- 
quence  and  a  more  tranlient  Nature,  their 
fo  liberal  Ufe  of  that  large  diferetionary 
Power ,  which  they  have  been  laid  '[  toaffetft, 

■f*  Hift.  of  T.  jf~*nes,  By  H.  F.  Efq  ; 

b  mig;ht 


X. 
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might  be  difpenfed  with. - - — Yet  the 

Public  Bene  ft  and  Safety ,  when  to  much 
at  Stake  as  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  is  fuperior 

to  every  other  Confideration. - And  it 

the  following  Ejfay  reafons  truly  (which  Ex¬ 
perience  ot  two  A  ears  pad  feems  alio  to  af¬ 
firm),  WE  are  not  to  expedt  a  Deliverance 
from  this  Calamity ,  according  to  the  com¬ 
mon  Courfe  of  Things,  until,  what  I  have 
mentioned,  be  faithfully  and  univeirfall]i 

obferved.  , 

f  f'  **  ♦  *  J  »  • 

r  '  C  '  '* 

LAWS,  it’s  true,  feme  or  other,  are  con¬ 
tinually  going  into  difufe  :  Altho’,  gener¬ 
ally  fpeaking,  that  does  not  happen,,  except 
where  the  feme  have  been  either  original!}' 
unreafonable  }  or,  where  the  Reafon  ot 

them  hath,  in  feme  Degree,  ceafed.— - 

But,  for  one  fo  recent  as  this  is,  and  fo  re¬ 
iterated,  upon  a  very  urgent,  great,  and 
common  Occafion,  ftill  exilting  no  lefs  than 
ever,  to  be  flighted  in  the  Manner  it  con¬ 
tinues 
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xi. 


tinues  to  be,  is  a  very  unufual  Phenome¬ 
non  in  Government  •,  of  bad  Example  and 
Confequence  }  ftrongly  indicating  a  Necef- 
fity,  either  of  enforcing  this  Law ,  as  it 
now  ftands,  or,  of  changing  it  for  a  better, 
if  that  can  be  j  which  I  fear  is  not 
poflible. 

As  therefore  in  firft  publifhing  this  Effay, 
I  only  meant  to  vindicate  to  the  People,  the 
Juft  ice  and  Wi/dom  of  His  Majeftfts  Coun- 
fels  j  and  to  reconcile  them  to  their  own 
Intereftt ,  by  the  Oblervance  of  this  Law. 

- And,  as  by  prefixing  your  great  Name 

to  this  fecond  Edition,  I  have  only  (ap¬ 
pealing,  as  it  were,  to  your  Judgment  and 
Senfe  of  Things)  endeavoured  to  Ipeak 
more  effedtually  to  the  fame  Purpofes,  than 

before  I  could  perceive  I  had  done. - So 

I  moft  humbly  hope  for  your  Pardon 


accord- 
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accordingly  $  being,  with  great  Sub- 
million,  and  the  moll  profound  Ref- 

pea, 

I 


My  Lord, 


YOUR  LORDS  HIPS 


Mojl  obedient 


humble  Servant. 


I 


A  N 

ESSAY, 

OF  ALL  VIRTUES,  there  is  none,  tho’much  the  Sub- 
je&  of  Difcourfe,  fo  little  pra&ifed  among  us,  as  what 
may  truly  be  call’d  public  Spirit.  At  leaft.  Appearances  of 
•  that  Kind  are  very  uncertain,  and  difproportioned  ;  being, 
on  fome  Occafions  incomparably  left,  than  upon  others  of 
a  very  inferior  Nature.  It  is  alfo  to  be  remark’d,  that,  of  all 
valuable  Inter  efts ,  that  firft  and  greateft,  the  Country ,  or 
Landed-Inter  eft ,  is  ever  in  this  Kingdom,  leaft  regarded. 

To  inftance  in  what  is  intended  to  be  the  Subject  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Pages,  viz ,  The  Diftemper  ftill  raging  among  the  CAT¬ 
TLE.  It  has  been  ftyled  indeed  by  Authority,  A  foreVift - 
tation  y  is  a  momentous  Affair  :  a  very  general  Concern  $  yet 
too  generally  neglected.  The  ulual  Candidates  for  Fame  and 
Promotion,  feeing  nothing  to  graft  thereon,  have  from  Time 

to  Time  overlook’d  it  :  while  other  G - tie — n,  of  large 

Eftates  in  Land,  either  fully  employed  in  prefervingand  pur- 
'  ^  ^  *  Or,  thro’ mere  Indolence,  remit  all  Care 

of 


['  2  ] 


of  this  Matter  to  their  Tenants ;  who  leave  it  to  Chance  or  Fate; 
perl  wading  themfelves,  many  of  them*  that  it  is  what  pi  cafes 
God  i  vvhoie  Will  they  neither  can,  nor  ought  ta  redd. 

And  fo  far  thefe  lad  are  in  the  Right,  that  whatever  be¬ 
falls  either  Man  or  Bead,  is  not  without  the  divine  Rermiffi&n . 
Yet  is  not  this  commonly  held  to  be  a  fufficient  Argument  a- 
gaind  the  Study  and  PraBice  of  Rhyfic  ;  Op,  of  other  human 
Means  of  Prevention  or  Deliverance  from  gatural  Evil  of  any 
Kind.  And  as  all  Evil,  when  felt,  has  lome  Jnduence  on 
the  Mind  of  Man  ;  lo  a  lhort  EJJay  concerning  the  Prelent  one, 
which  has  been  too.  fendbly  perceived  already,  and  is  likely 
to  be  yet  more  fo ;  will,  it  is  prefumed,  be  received  with 
that  Candour  \yhich  is  due  to  a  good  Intention,  about  a  Mat¬ 
ter  of  Importance  >  which  Intention,  it  is  further  hoped,  will 
be  fome  Excufe,  not  only  for  all  Slips  of  the  Pen  ;  but  alfo, 
for  dill  greater  Dele&s  of  the  Auihorhimfelf.  Of  thefe,  tho’ 
fufhciently  confcious,  yet,  his  Zeal  will  not  loader  him  to 
prefer  Confederations  of  Credit  to  thole  of  his  Country  ;  or, 
however  unequal  to  the  Undertaking,  to  remain,  like  too 
many  others,  an  idle,x  unconcern’d;  Spe  Bator  of  (what  is  fo 
grievous  to  behold  and  think  upon)  the  Kingdom  bleeding 
inwardly,  if  not  in  a  Kind  of  galloping  Conlumption.  As 
either  ot  which  Maladies,  in  the  human  Body,  does  require 
a  skill ul  and  a  fppedy  Application  ;  fo,  by  Parity  of  Reafon, 
this  terrible  Calamity  of  the  Cattle  calls  lor  the  Afliftance  of 

P — - 1,  that  mod  able  Phyficiap  in  or-dinary  to  the  Body 

Politic  of  this  ljland. 


Not 


(  3  ) 

Not  that  the  P  ,  t  have  been  wholly  unmindful  of 

«  -  A  1$  ,r  ‘  *  -  *  » -  V 

this  Affair;  on  the  Contrary;  they  took  an  early  Step,  and* 
feemingly,  the  mod  prudent  Method  that  was  pcffibfe,  in  em¬ 
powering,  by  an  A£t  for  thePurpofe,  his  M — y,  with 

the  Advice  of  his  P  = - y  C - —1,  to  make  fuch  Or¬ 

ders  from  Time  to  Time,  in  Reference  to  this  Diftemper,  as 

he  in  his  Wifdom  fhou’d  fee  fit.  H  is  M- - =, — y  accordingly, 

no  lefs  wifely  and  gracioufly,  after  Consultation  had  with  the 
mod  able  and  experienced  Phyficians  and  Surgeons,  did  pub- 
lifh  an  Order,  containing  certain  Rules  and  Directions  to  be 
obler'ved  in'  this  Cafe. 


But,  unfortunately,  as  it  has  proved,  the  executive  Part 
was  left  in  a  great  Meafure  to  thofe  who  were'  both  Parties 
and  Judges  ;  the  Objects,  as  well  as  the  Adminiftratois  of 
thofe  Rules.  This  was,  not  only  in  the  Nature  of  the  Thing 
unavoidable,  but,  what  one  might  have  imagined  to  be  an 


.X 

advantageous  Circumftance  ;  and  that  Perfons  entruffed  with 
the  Means  of  their  own  Safety,  in  a  Time  of  imminent  Dan¬ 
ger,  would  not  have  bfeenvvanting  in  the  Application  of  them. 
Yet,  as  the  beft  Inffitutions  may  be  abufed  and  perverted  to 

almofi:  oppofite  Ends,  fo  it  happened  in  this ;  for  the  G - 

m* _ n,  C - m  w  —  rs,  &c.  took  this  Matter  by  the  wron£ 

Handle  ;  whence  it  came  to  pafs,  that  thro’afalfeComp’ai- 
fance  and  Pity  to  themfelves  and  Neighbours,  the  main  Part 
of  this  firft  Order  was  almofi;  wholly  eluded,  and  fome  others 
interpreted  in  the  worff  Manner  ;  fo  that  the  Means,  by  which 
chiefly,  the  Contagion  might  probably  have  been  flopped  and 

B  2.  ex  - 
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extinguilhed,  were  not  only  greatly  negle£ted,  but  tbe  Boun¬ 
ty  affigned  by  bis  M - -y  for  the  Ufe  of  thofe  Means,  as 

the  foie  Condition  of  it,  was  equally,  in  many  Places,  ob¬ 
tained,  as  if  the  lame  had  been  exa&'y  and  honeftly  perform¬ 
ed.  If  this  happened,  not  without  the  Connivance  and  Aid 
of  fome  who  have  been  called  Patriots ,  they  thereby  put  the 
Government  to  an  unjuft  and  fruitlels  Expence  ;  and  in  fo  do¬ 
ing,  were  plainly  inftrumental  in  (what  they  have  often  laid 
to  the  Charge  of  others)  fleecing  the  Public . 

His  M  y,  who  could  not  long  be  unapprized  of  thefe 
collufive  Pra&ices,  made  it  the  Care  of  every  lubfequent  Or¬ 
der,  to  prevent,  as  much  as  in  him  lay,  the  like  for  the  Fu¬ 
ture  ;  at  the  fame  Time  endeavouring,  fo  far  as  the  Nature 
of  Things  would  admit,  to  remove  every  Inconvenience  juft- 
ly  complained  of,  and  duly  reprefented  to  him. 

It  was  fome  Time  before  a  Stop  could  be  put  to  thofe  Snif¬ 
ter  Evafions,  by  which,  a  Perfon  killing  a  Beaft  fuffered  to 
languilh  under  this  Diftemper  till  ready  to  expire,  obtained 
the  Bounty  defigned  for  thofe  only  who  fhould  kill  and  bury 

their  Cattle,  fo  foop  as  poflible,  after  their  being  feized  with 
it. 

But  when  this  Difficulty  was  got  over,  tho’  the  Bounty  of 
ten  Shillings  for  burying  in  the  Hide,  flafhed,  &c.  was  not* 

by  the  Words  or  Intention  of  his  M - y,  given,  except 

in  the  Cafe  of  thole  which  happened  to  die,  ;.  e .  (in  all  reafo- 

nable  Conftru&ions)  were  either  found  dead  before  they 

were 


(  s  ) 

%  * 

,.cre  known  to  be  diftemper’d,  or  elfe,  died  while  the  Own¬ 
ers  were  preparing  to  do  it,  and  before  they  could  poffibiy  ex¬ 
ecute  the  Orders  for  killing  and  burying  them.  Yet  fo  fruit¬ 
ful  was  Fraud,  and  fo  ftrong  the  Propenfity  to  Mifconftruc- 
tion  in  thofe  who  were  entruftcd  to  make  the  proper  Inquiry, 
and  give  the  neceflary  Certificates,  that  in  many  Places,  thofe 
Certificates  were  currently  granted  without  Diftinftion,  for  all 
Cattle  that  died  of  the  Diiiemper,  and  were  buried  with  the 
Hides  flafh’d,  &c. 

At  length,  his  M - y  being  aware  of  this  likewile, 

and  defiring  to  obviate  the  Inconvenience  that  enfued  from  it  i 
it  was  ordered.  That  noPerfon  fhould be  entitled  to  any  Part 

of  the  Bounty,  but  upon  Certificate  from  two  J - es  of 

the  P— — e  or  C - m - rs  of  the  L— — d  T - x  ;  that 

C(  after  due  Examination  upon  Oath,  it  had  appeared  unto 
them,  that  the  Sufferer  had  in  all  Things  conformed  himfeif 

to  the  Rules  and  Directions  of  ALL  the  Orders  of  his  M - y 

inC - 1.” 

Notwithffanding  which  ;  and  tho’  it  was  notorious  that 

this  was  not  done . yet  did  fome  J — es  and  C - m - rs 

make  no  Scruple  of  certifying  in  the  very  Manner  prefcrib’d, 
as  if  it  really  had  been  done,  viz,  in  the  Form  following. 

~>To  the  R - 1  H - hie  the  L - ds  C-'tn - rs  oj 

S  his  M- . -fsT- . y. 

«  WE  who  have  hereunto  fubfcribed  our  Names,  be;ng 

afting 


(  6  ) 

a&ing  J _ es  of  the  P— e  orC — m  ■■■■■  >rs  of  the  L - d 

T - x  for  theC - y  aforefaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  it 

aPPcarstous*  uPon  t^ie  Examination  on  Oath,  of 

of  the  Pari  fh  of  in.  the  (aid 

q _ —  y?  that  He  hath  loft  by  the  Diftemper  which  now  ra¬ 

ges  among  the  horned  Cattle  in  this  Kingdom,  the  Beafts 
here  undermentioned  ;  all  of  which  were  buried  within  eight 
Hours  after  the  fame  died  or  were  killed,  refpe&ively,  with 
their  Hides  and  Horns  on,  &c .  ” 

<c  Therefore  upon  full  Examination  of  the  Premifes,  on 

Oath,  as  atorefaid,  being  fatisfyed  that  the  faid 

hath  in  ALL  Things  conformed  himfelf  to 

the  Rules  and  Directions  of  ALL  the  Orders  of  his  M - y 

in  C _ 1,  WE  do  hereby  certify  Csfc.  ” 

Now,  it  being  certain,  that  one  Part  of  All  his  M— y’s  Order*' 
was,  to  kill  the  Cattle  fo  foon  as  perceived  to  he  diftempered  ;  and 
equally  fo,  that  no  fuch  Pra&ice  did  obtain,  where  this  par¬ 
ticular  Certificate  and  Numbers  befides,  of  the  fame  Purport, 
were  figned  :  had  the  Sufferers  really  fwore  to  the  Contents 
of  the  faid  Certificates,  they  had  been  guilty  of  themoft  flag¬ 
rant  Perjury.  But  they  averring  that  they  never  fo  much  as 
pretended  to  do  it ;  and  the  contrary  being  notorious  to  thefc 
J . ces  and  C— m- . rs  :  hence  it  follows . 

The  Money  indeed  was  paid  upon  thefe  Certificates,  altho* 
the  Falfity  of  them  was  too  glaring,  not  to  detcCt  themfelves  ; 

there 


(  1  ) 

there  being  for  one  that  was  killed  under  the  Diflemper,  Cer¬ 
tificates  of  perhaps  one  Hundred  at  the  leaflthat  had  died  of 

it.  •  r 

Neverthelefs,  andtho’  it  was  a  Cafe  of  Companion  ;  yet 
becaufe  this  did  not  anfwer  the  chief  End  of  his  M _ y’s  Or¬ 

ders  j  which  was,  to  put  a  Stop  to,  and,  ifpoffible,  to  ex- 
tinguifh  thisDiftemper  (the  Bounty  by  way  of  Relief  to  the 
Sufferers  being  but  a  fecondary  Intention).  Therefore  his 

M - y’s  laft  Order  put  this  Matter  beyond  all  Poffibility  of 

Doubt  or  Deception,  by  confining  his  Bounty  to  thofe  only, 
wholhould  comply  with  that  principal  Part  of  all  hisOrders> 
in  killing ,  &c.  within  the  Time  limited. 

And.  to  the  End,  that  this  wholfome  Ordinance  might 

be  effectually  executed  ;  it  was  committed  to  the  J . ces  of 

the  P — ce  in  their  G— n— 1  Q-~r---r  S— f — ns  and  A— j— 
nts  ;  who  being  under  an  O — th  of  0---f---cc,  it  was  con¬ 
ceived,  would  not  violate  the  fame  j  nor  think  of  taking  to 
tbemfelves  a  dijpenfmg  Power. 

But  Experience  hath  (hewn,  that  the  wife  and  good  Inten¬ 
tions  of  his  M - y  were  again  frustrated  ;  for  that  thefe 

G - m — n  failed  of  their  Duty,  in  the  firft  Inflance.  This 

in  the  Eyes  of  the  People,  was  putting  an  abfolute  Negative 
upon  his  M— -  -y’s  Orders.  Waving  all  unnecefiary  Reflexi¬ 
ons  on  which  Procedure. , 

One 
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One  'Conference  of  their  relaxing  in  fome  Refpeds,  was,  a 
pretty  general  Negled  and  Contempt  ot  every  other  Rule ;  e- 
ven  to  that  of  flafliing  the  Hides,  and  burying.  For  not  only 
Numbers  of  diftemper’d  Cattle  were  after  this  ftripped  of 
their  Hides,  when  dead  ;  but  the  Carcafes  themfelves  ill  bu- 
rieil  j  and  fome  thrown  into  Rivers.  Nor  could  the  J — ces 
of  the  P — ce,  from  a  Confcioulnefs  of  their  own  Negleds> 
with  any  good  Grace,  punilh  thole  and  the  like  enormous 

Tranfgreflions. 

Jnother  Consequence  not  only  was,  but  is,  that  whereas,  be¬ 
fore  his  M - y’s  laft  Order  of  C . 1,  tho’  he  had  not  been 

able  to  compafs  a  due  Obedience:  yet  the  Bounty  being  fo 
generally  obtain’d  (as  has  been  obferved;  for  burying  in  the 
Hides:  He  was  thereby  tolerably  well  advifed,  from  Time 
to  Time,  of  the  State  of  the  Kingdom,  in  Refped  of  the  Dif- 
temper  ;  of  the  Parts  thereof  infeded  with  j  and  of  the  Num¬ 
bers  loft  by  it. 

But  fince  the  Defedion  above-mentioned,  on  the  Part  of 

the  M —  g . tes  ;  *  fince  few  diftempered  Cattle  have  been 

killed  ;  and  no  Bounty  has  been  paid  for  thole  buried  which 
have  died  :  His  M . y  and  C - 1  are  much  in  the  Dark,  as 

*  To  avoid  all  juft  Offence,  it  is  defir1  d  to  be  ©blerved  here,  once  for  all,  that  it 
is  not  pretended  to  fay  that  the  M— -g—  tes  have  been  aiike  temil's  in  every 

place  ;  Or,  to  affert  poflitively,  that  in  no  one  they  have,  fulfilled  his  M— •}’$ 
Order;  aitho*  the  Atthoi  cannot  be  ii.fotmed,  that  it  has  been  any  where  done. 
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to  this  Matter,  except  from  common  Fame,  rrd  accidenfal 

Informations.  And  both  the  M— g . tes  and  People*,  al- 

moft  every  where,  for  their  feveral  Reafons,  are  will  ng  to 
make  the  leaft  of  it ;  by  which  the  Cafe  of  the  Kingdom  in 
general  is  not  rendered  one  Jot  better  j  but  by  much  the 
worfe  :  for  after  all  Concealments,  it  is  no  Secret,  that  this 
Diftemper  rages  ftill  in  feveral  Places;  and  is  in  almof  no 
County,  or  Part  of  a  County,  where  it  has  once  been,  totally 
extinguilhed  ;  but,  like  negle&ed  Embers,  frequently  re¬ 
kindling,  and  flaming  out  afrefh. 

THIS  then,  is  what  demands  a  very  ferious,  if  not  hijxant 
Confideration. 

And  the  find  Thing  obfervable  about  it,  methinks,  is. 
That  the  Diftemper  is  Contagious  :  i.  e.  liable  to  be  com¬ 
municated  from  the  Sick  to  the  Sound,  either  immediate¬ 
ly  y  by  their  near  Approach  and  mutual  Intercourfe  ;  or  medi¬ 
ately  ,  by  the  Intervention  of  feme  other  Body  capable  of  con¬ 
veying  the  InfeCSion  ;  whether  that  con fi fits  of  ydnimalcu!esy 
and  their  Eggs  or  Seed  ;  or  in  other  infectious  Matter  fitted  to 
infinuate  itfelf  into  the  Blood  and  Juices  of  this  Species  of  A- 
nimals  only  ;  and,  thereby  to  generate  or  Spread,  and  fo  in- 
creafe  greatly  its  Quantity,  of  which  kind  Soever  it  be. 

i  ? 

Something  like  this  may  be  pre fumed  ;  and  that  the  Infec¬ 
tion  is  not  probably  in  the  Food  of  thefe  Animals,  or  in  the 
Air  :  feeing  that  Perfons  are  generally,  able  to  account  for  its 

B.  be- 
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being  in  one  Herd,  and  another >  according  to  the  common  No¬ 
tions  of  Contagion.  And  being  for  the  mod  Part  able  to  do 
this,  it  is  to  be  concluded,  that  tho’  Appearances  have  been 
fometirr.es  different,  yet  the  Diflemper  has  been  always  deri¬ 
ved  from  limilar  Caules,  i f  not  always  equally  known. 

To  kill  a  Bead:  then,  in  the  Manner  direfted,  fo  foon  as 
found  to  be  diftempered,  is  to  prevent  a  great  Increafe  of  the 
Infeftion ;  and  to  bury  fuch  Bead,  with  the  Hides,  Hons,  See. 
is  to  render  lo  much  infectious  Matter  incapable  (we  may 
fuppofe)  of  doing  further  Damage. 

That  the  latter  Suppofition  is  true,  feems  to  be  allowed 
on  all  Hands.  And,  that,  by  timely^  killing ,  &c.  a  great 
Increafe  of  the  InfeCtion  is  prevented,  may  be  prelumed  irom 
the  Noifomenejs  of  this  Diftemper  in  the  lad  Stages  thereof. 
While  in  the  beginning  of  it,  as  of  the  Small-pox ,  there  is 
Room  to  believe  that  it  is  not  equally,  if  at  all  Infectious ; 
the  poifonous  or  infectious  Matter  having  not,  till  foine  cer¬ 
tain  Period,  acquired  a  Degree  of  Maturation,  diffident  to 
propagate  itfelf. 

And,  if  fo,  of  what  immenfe  Ufc  it  might  be,  to  purfue 

exactly  his  M - y’s  Order,  in  that  Particular,  is  eafy  to 

imagine  ;  and  that  by  the  Bleffing  of  God,  in  Conjunction 
with  this  and  other  falutary  Rules  preferibed,  the  Didcmper 
itfelf  might  foon  be  totally  exterminated.  For  if  the  Matter 
ot  this  Infection  {And  all  Jnjetfion  is Jaid  to  be  Matter J  does 

on!r 
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only  generate  In  this  one  Species  of  Animals.  And  if  no  one 
of  them  is  buffered  above  Ground,  fo  long,  as  while  the  fame 
is.arrived  to  its  Crifis,  the  Stock  or  Quantity  of  fuch  Infe&ion 
muft  wafteby  Degrees  ;  and  in  all  Probability,  would  either 
foon  be  exhaufted,  or  lofe  its  Power. 

On  the  other  Hand,  tho’  every  Rule  of  his  M . y’s  Or¬ 

ders,  except  that  of  killing ,  Csfc,  Ihould  be  pun&ually  obferv- 
ed,  ’tis  difficult  to  conceive  any  probable  End  of  this  Diftem- 
per,  altho’  its  progrefs  might  be  fomewhat  retarded.  But 
retarding  its  Progrefs,  only,  is,  in  fome  Refpe&s,  but  pro¬ 
longing  the  Mileries  of  it.  It  is  like  tampering  with  Medi¬ 
cines  (that  may  abate  a  Malady,  but  cannot  accomplilh  a  Cure) 
for  the  Sake  of  avoiding  one  Ihort,  but  painful  Operation  ; 
which  neverthelefs,  or  Death,  muft  foon  be  fubmitted  to. 

To  prevent ,  as  much  as  may  bey  the  driving  vf  Cattle 
is  with  great  Real'on  held  to  be  a  very  uleful  Expedient 

And  tho’,  next  to  that  y>ther,  of  killing ,  &c.  immediately 
the  Dijlempered,  this  is  the  moft  likely  j  and  ought,  as  far 
as  poflible,  to  go  along  and  co-operate  with  it  ;  yet,  alone, 
it  is  by  no  Means  lufficientfor  the  Purpofe  wanted. 

And,  confidering  the  great  Increafe  of  Infe&ion  that  muft 

follow  from  not  killing  timely ,  the  Diflcmpered  ;  and  that 
(where  thofe  that  die  of  it  are  properly  buried)  the  Infeftion 
is  probably  greateft  from  thole  that  recover  ,  the  Argument 

again Vikilling,  on  Account  of  the  Numbers  comparatively, 

B  2.  which 
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which  do  fometimes  furvive  the  Diftemper,  is  of  very  little 
Force.  It  will  rarely  hold,  even  for  particlar  Perlons ;  and 
can  never  be  efteemed  good  in  the  general. 

For,  what  tho’  a  particular  Perfon  recover  the  one  Half  of 
hh  Caule  (which  is  a  very  great  Share)  yet,  befides  the  Proba¬ 
bility,  that  he  might  by  timely  killing  fcfr.  have  prevented  the 
Diftemper  in  more  than  half)  if  by  not  obferving  this  princi¬ 
pal  Rule,  he  is  acceflary  to  the  Deftru&ionof  half  his  Neigh¬ 
bour’s  Cattle  ;  fuch  Neighbour  is  greatly  injured  by  his 
Gbltinacy.  The  Argument  is  the  fame,  between  any  one 
Parilh,  or  larger  Diltri£t,  and  another.  Thus  in  Fa£l,  through 
Neglect  ot  his  M . y’s  Orders,  the  Contagion  has  been  fo 

far  fpread  and  circulated,  as  by  woful  Fxperience  is  feen  ; 
and  that,  humanly  fpeaking,  without  any  Profpeft  of  its 
cealing,  under  a  Continuance  of  the  like  Negleft. 

But  were  his  M . y’s  Orders,  even  now,  univerfally  o- 

beyed ;  for  every  one  Beaft  killed)  in  Confequcnce  thereof  j 
the  Diftemper,  not  improbably,  might  be  prevented  in  more 
than  Hundred.  And  if  it  fhould  be  laid,  that  it  might 
have  been  prevented  in  Thoufand ,  or  a  larger  Number,  for 
every  Beaft  Jo  killed ,  it  feems  not  at  all  improbable. 

jq;s  pvl . y  therefore  and  the  P . t,  as  the  common 

Arbiters  in  this  Cafe,  coniulted  evidently  the  Good  ot  the 
People,  not  only  in  general,  but  in  particular.  And  if  lome 

M — b— rs,  in  another  Capacity,  or  in  their  own  Cafe,  have 

been 
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been  feen  to  dev’ate  ;  ’twas  but  a£ting  as,  fometimes,  good 
Phyficians  have  been  known  to  do,  in  fatally  indulging  or 
neglefling  themfelves,  contrary,  not  only  to  all  Rules,  but 
to  the  Evidence  of  Experience,  and  full  Perfwafion  of  their 
own  Minds. 

Yet,  fay  feme,  It  is  reafcnable  for  every  Perfon  to  do  what 
he  will  with  his  Own .  This  is  only  true  in  a  limited  Senfe  ; 
and  in  Reference  to  all  others  befides  the  fupreme-temporal 
Power.  The  fupreme  Power,  if  Neceffity  fo  require,  may 
feize  the  Goods  of  any  private  Perlon,  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Pub • 
lie ;  making  him,  if  poffible,  a  fufficient  Compenlation  for 
the  fame.  Nor  was  this  equitable  Part  omitted  by  his  M — y  ; 
altho’  in  a  very  extraordinary  Cafe  of  great  Neceffity,  under 
a  critical  Conjuncture  of  the  moft  difficult  Circum fiances,  a 
Rebellion ,  and  a foreign  JVar.  The  Bounty  promifed  by  his 

M . y  for  killing  the  Diflempercd ,  was,  in  the  general  at 

leaft,  a  Market  Price  for  them.  By  which  is  meant,  that 
for  the  greater  Part  of  them,  half  the  Value,  fo  far 
as  forty  Shillings,  was  as  much,  if  not  more  than  any 
private  Perfon  in  his  Senfes,  would  have  given  for  the  fame, 
as  loon  as  feized  ;  to  abide  the  Chance  of  their  living  or  dy¬ 
ing  :  for  his  M . y,  it  is  to  be  conlidered,  required  not 

to  be  the  Purchafer  of  the  Sound,  but  only  of  the  diflempercd 
Cattle  :  and  furely,  at  a  Market  Price ,  or  any  Thing  near, 
it,  in  a  Cafe  of  fuch  extreme  Neceffiity;  and  with  a  View 
fo  highly  benificial  to  the  Community,  it  is  not  unreafonable 
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to  demand  tfee  Property  of  individuals,  altho’  againft  their 

Wills.  . 

Inftead  of  this,  it  is  conceived  by  many,  that  ir  the  dri¬ 
ving  of  all  lean  Cattle  (liquid  be  difconcinued  for  a  fujficient 
Length  of  Li  me,  the  Diflemper  might  lo  far  fpend  itlelt,  as  to 
ceale  entirely  ,  which  they  judge  to  be  a  better  Expedients 
than  that  feemingly  harih  and  unnatural  one,  of  killing  the 

Diftempered. 

One  Objection  to  which  is,  that  fuch  an  Interruption 
of  Commerce  (or  Cattle,  as  this  mud  occafion,  would  be 

a  greater  Inconvenience  to  the  whole  Nation,  than  can  well 
be  imagined.  The  Experiment  was  made  for  near  twelve 
Months,  in  the  Year  1747,  which,  tho’  it  was  not  long  e- 
nough  by  a  great  Deal,  for  the  Purpofe  of  putting  an  End 
to  the  Diflemper  (that  continued,  but  notin  fo  rapid  a  Man¬ 
ner  as  before,  to  fpread  like  a  Canker,  Yet  was  it  too  long  for 
the  People,  who  on  all  Hands  grew  extremety  impatient  un¬ 
der  that  Refbaint,  and  even  fhook  it  off,  in  many  Places, 
before  an  Order  for  the  Purpofe  took  Place. 

The  Confequencc,  as  foretold  by  lbme,  is  now  readily  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  all.  The  Diflemper  has  been  introduced  a- 
new  into  many  Parts  of  the  Kingdom.  And  tho’ all  driving 
of  lean  Cattle  might,  without  the  utmoft  Inconvenience,  be 
again  difallowed  fora  fhort  Space,  yet,  upon  the  Approach 
of  every  Spring,  there  will  naturally  be  a  Return  of  the  fame 

Wants  and  De fires  for  buying  and  felling,  and  confequent- 

Wants 
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ly,  driving  of  lean  Cattle  ;  and  this,  fuppofing  the  fime  Neg¬ 
lects  in  one  effential  Point,  will  naturally  be  attended  with 
the  fame  Confequence  again,  of  communicarng  the  Riftem- 
per,,  from  fome  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  where  it  fhall  then 
be,  to  fome  other,  where  it  had  either  ceafed,  or  had  not 
yet  heen. 

I  mean,  that  without  killing  TJniverfally ,  tke  Di/lcmp* red, 
upon  the  firft  Appearance  ot  the  Symptoms  ;  tho’  there  may 
be  an  Ebbing,  and  a  flowing  of  the  Malady  ;  a  ViciihtuJe 
thereof,  as  of  Seafons;  yet,  except  by  a  Miracle,  there  can* 

not  be  expeCted  an  End  of  it.  And  if  Perfons  fhall  be  fuf* 
fereJ  to  indulge  the  Humour  of  tampering  and  nurfing  in 
this  Cafe  ;  be  the  Symptoms  never  fo  favourable  at  Times , 
and  the  Numbers  affeCted,  never  fo  inconfiderable,  yet,  fo 
long  as  there  fhall  be  any  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  unwafted  by 
this  Calamity  :  Or  wherever  the  Lofles  already  fuftained  by  it, 
fhall  have  been  in  any  Degree  repaired  by  a  frefh  Breed,  or 
by  the  Introduction  of  frefh  Cattle,  there,  will  be  aconftant 
Danger  of  the  Return  of  this  Diftemper,  in  all  its  Malig¬ 
nity  ;  feeing  that  from  a  fmall  Spark  may  be  railed  a  con  fu¬ 
ming  Fire  *  and  that,  as  in  the  Small-pox,  with  the  humane 
Species  :  fo  a  Number  of  Cattle  may  derive  this  Contagion 
mortally,  from  a  (ingle  one,  that,  being  aflfeCted  more  flight* 
ly,  fhall  recover. 

A  juft 
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A  juft  Apprehenfton  of  this  Danger  we  have  feen  to  be 
attended  with  a  double  Inconvenience*  or  rather  greater  Lofs. 
Firji ,  on  Account  thereof,  the  Feeders  buy  very  fparingly* 
in  Comparifon  of  what  they  otherwife  would  do.  Confe- 
quently,  the  Breeders  have  a  much  lefs  V ent  for  their  Cattle 
than  ufual.  So  that  between  the  one  and  the  other  (it  may 
with  great  Truth  be  aflerted)  almoft  ALL  the  Lands  in  Eng . 
Jandy  have;  for  three  Years  laft  paft  efpecially,  been  worle 
to  the  Occupier  on  this  Score,  by  at  leaft  20 per  Cent ,  upon 
an  Avarage  ;  over  and  above  the  ftill  greater  Lofs  fuftained 
by  the  Mortality  itfelf;  which  has  been,  to  particular  Perlons^ 
equal  to  one ,  two,  or  three  Tears  Rent ,  in  a  very  Ihort  Time. 
Secondly ,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  what  Part  of  the  King¬ 
dom  foever  this  Danger  has  been  moft  inftant ;  there,  the 
Cattle,  thro’  Fear,  were  either  hurried  away  to  London or  elfe 
flaughtered  at  Home,  young,  or  half  fed  ;  the  PFafte  whereby 
committed  has  been  too  great  to  be  computed  ;  and  is  an  A- 
gravation,  beyond  all  Meafure,  of  the  Folly,  and  even  Stu¬ 
pidity  of  the  People,  in  their  obftinate  Difobedience  to  his 
M - y’s  Orders. 

.  Whereas,  take  the  other  Courfe  (of  killing  Sec.')  preferi- 

bed  by  his  M . y.  Let  every  Beaft  that  is  under  any  the 

leaft  fufpicious  Symptoms ,  he  deemed  to  have  the  Diftemper , 

and  accordingly  killed  ;  and  let  every  Beaft  found  dead ,  be 

judged  to  have  died  of  it,  and  be  buried  in  like  Manner.  #  And 

in 

*  Some  will  obj  ;£t  to  this,  That  a  Beaft  may  hippen  to  he  killed  unneeeflarily. 
and  a  Hide  loft,  which  otherwife  would  have  been  of  public  Ufe,  as  well  as  part'cular 

Benefit 
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in  that  Cafe,  tho’  Fairs  and  Markets  might  properly  enough 
b.e  fupprefled  for  a  longer  Seafon,  and  all  driving  of  lean  Cat- 
t]^  fill  the  Month  of  jfyril  ;  yet,  from  that  Time,  the  latter 
might  be  well  allowed,  under  due  f/imitations ;  provided ,  it 
could  once  be  admitted  Univerfally,  as  a  Matter  of  both  J Du¬ 
ty  and  Inter  eft ,  to  conform  to  the  Meafurcs  above  mentioned. 

For  tho’the  Djftempej:  J|g§^een,  without  all  Queflion,  very 
fenlibly  introduced  into  feveral  Places  and  Parts  of  the  King- 
dom,  by  Means  of  driven  Cattle, — --Yet,  the  greater  Mif- 
chief  has  always  been yfyopn  not  killing  the  Dijlempered fo foon 
as  ferccivcd.  The  which,  if  it  was  done,  all  the  worft  Con- 

fequences  would  be  in  a  great  Meafure  avoided.  In  fhort, 
the  Infection  may  be  conveyed  from  one  Place  to  another,  by 
feveral  YVays,  and  by  fome  probably  will,  while  there  is  but 
this  one  Method  that  can  be  looked  upon  as  efreflual  for  pre- 

■  •  _  :  7C  < .  .  ,r  i  ^  - 

Renting  its  Spreading  and  taking  deep  Root,  where  that  does 
happen. 

This,  it’s  Paid,  is  utterly  impraflicable  :  the  People  are  fo 
generally  averfe. to  it,  that  there  is  no  poffibility  of  perfwa- 
dingthejn,  tho’ it  be  plainly  for  their  own  Good,  and  the 
Good  of  their  Neighbours,  and  indeed  of  their  Country  in  gc- 
neral.  And  truly,  if  no  Body  makes  the  Attempt,  or  takes 
the  leaf!  Pains  about  it,  the  Cafe  mull  needs  be  fo. 

./Benefit  to  the  Owner.— —But  I  anfwer  ;  As  thefe  are  only  neceflary  Cautions  for  the 
.preventing  of  all..;Evafions :  So  the  few  pofiible  Injuries  by  Means  thereof  are  of  no 
Account,  when  compar’d  with  the  Advantage  that  may  ariie  thence  to  the  Ccm- 
, inanity. 

C.  The 
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The  People  undoubtedly  have  had  very  irregular  Ntoions, 
concerning  this  Diftemper  ;  and  they  have  been  very  untrac- 

table  in  Refpeft  thereof. . But,  firft,  as  to  their  known 

Averfion  to  that  Part  elpecially  of  his  M~ - y’s  Orders, 

which  has  already  been  fo  often  mentioned  ;  tho’  it  be  the 
only  Excufe  that  can  be  made  for  the  Conduft  of  the  J-ft-es 

of  the  P~ce  in  many  Places . yetmuft  it  be  remembered, 

that  it  was  by  Means  of  their  Connivance  and  Indolence,  along 
with  others,  C— -m-— rs  of  the  L — d-T— -x,  &c.  that  this 
Calamity  fpreading  fo  far,  involved  Juch  Numbers  :  and, 
that,  to  their  ill-judged  Tendernefs  (to  fay  the  bed  for  them) 
?twas  owing,  that  the  two  principal  Parts  of  his  M - y’s  Or¬ 

der  in  Council,  March  22,  i747>  were  reived,  as  if  they 
had  been  wholly  new.  Whereas  it  was  equally  a  Part  of  the 
firft,  and  every  fubfequent  one,  for  the  diftempered  Cattle  to 
be  killed,  Csfc.  immediately.  Nor  did  any  of  them  give  a 
Premium  for  burying  in  the  Hides,  &c.  except  only  in  the 
Cafe  of  thofe  that  happened,  not  fuch  as  were  fufferd  to  die. 

Yet  did  the  M-— g . tes  and  People  fpurn  alike  at  the  faid 

lad  mentioned  Order  ;  'f'  aQd  why  ?  Becaufe,  - 

*  T  r  -  |  ^  ,  f  .  1  r 

Nor  does  it  appear,  that  fince  his  M - y’s  Order,  De¬ 

cember  I4>  i749>  that  particular  Rule  for  killing  the  Dificm - 
pered  is  at  all  better  obferved  than  before.  At  lead  I  am 

f  N.  B.  A  Part  of  thefe  Sheets  having  been  printed  off,  before  hir  M  - V’e 

Order,  December  14,  1749,  It  is  proper  to  inform  the  Reader,  that  as  often*  as  V\e 

Words  daft  Order)  occur  to  Pag  9  of  this  Efi'ay,  they  are  to  be  underitood-,  oi  lus 
M- u  ■■  ■  '  «y’s  Order  in  Council,  March  22,  1747. 

well 


(  r9  ) 

well  informed  of  many  Places  where  it  is  not. — — And  does 
it  therefore  follow,  that  there  is  nothing  more  to  be  done 
.  in  this  Cafe  ?. — Yes,  lilrely,  fomething  !  ’Twere  but  Juftice 

to  vindicate  the  C — f— Is  ol  hisM - y  ;  and  it  is  no  lefs 

Charity ,  to  endeavour  the  Good  of  the  People,  altho’  by 
Means  to  which  they  are  moft  averfe.  But,  fo  long  as  they 
are  altogether  fo,  it  will  perhaps  be  faid.  It  is  in  vain  to  at¬ 
tempt  it. 

Whence  it  follows,  that  unlefs  fome  better  Expedient  than 

this  (of  killing ,  &c.  )  offered  by  his  M . y,  is  found 

out ;  and  which  it  is  much  to  be  feared  cannot  be  ;  either  fome 
Courfe  muft  be  taken  for  conciliating  the  Minds  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple  to  the  Wifdom  of  their  P—nce,  and  his  C — —  f— --! s, 

in  this  Affair  ;  or  elfe,  not  only  the  Landholders  and  Land- 
owners ,  but  the  whole  Nation ,  will  in  the  End  be  egregious 
Sufferers,  beyond  what  has  been  hitherto  felt,  or  can  be  well 
conceived  of  the  Time  to  come. 

The  Methods  therefore  hitherto  taken,  having  fo  far  fai¬ 
led  ;  it  feems  neceffary  that  fome  different  Application  be 
made,  both  to  the  Under  ft  anding  and  the  Wills  of  the  People. 

And  here  it  is  to  be  noted,  that,  odd  as  it  may  feem,  and 

unaccountable  as  that  is ;  his  M . y’s  Orders  on  this  Head, 

have  not  been  received  generally,  like  (what  they  were;  <dfts 

of  State  , founded  upon  the  higheft  Authority,  that  of  P . 

— - 1 ;  and  again,  and  again  confirmed  by  the  fame  Authori- 

C  2.  ty*  — — 
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on  the  Contrary,  they  have  been  treated  by  Te- 
“veral,  as  if  containing  only  the  ill-digefled  Sentiments  of  a 
few  incompetent  Judges,  without  fufficient  Powers.  That 
Part  of  them  at  leaft,  which  requires  killing  the  Diftemperedy 
in  moft  Places,  and  with  moft  Peffons,  has  conflantly  flood, 
and  does  yet  fland  for  nothing  at  all. 

Yet,  with  all  this,  what  have  been  the  Obje&ions  com¬ 
monly  made  thereto?  Why,  nothing  more  than  Conceits  and 
Prejudices  of  the  common  People.  But  are  thefe  likely  to  be 
better  Judges  of  that  Matter,  than  the  P kyjtcians  and  Surgeons 
who  actually  were  confulted  ?  Or,  could  any  Phyhcians  have 
prefcnbed  better  for  this  itnwicdicabilc  Vulnusy  than  the  Etije 
rcfcindendnm  ?  To  which  it  is  no  Arifwer  ;  that  the  Diftem- 
per  is  not  always  mortal  :  fince,  in  this  Cafe,  tb z  Contagion 
is  to  be  look’d  upon,  as  the  mmedicabile  ;  not  the  particular 
Animal  happening  to  be  affixed,  which  does  fometimcs  re¬ 
cover,  altho’  a  great,  if  not  the  far  greater  Part  do  certainly 
die  of  it.  Notwithflanding  which,  we  have  fee n  ieveral  ab- 
fnrdly,  and  fome  of  them  impudently  rf-  advertifing  Me* 

dicinesi  not  by  Way  of  Prevention  ^which  is  proper  e- 

nough 


It  muft  be  confefl'ed,  thst  \yhat  tbe-P 


did  laft  on  this  Head,  loll 


*  It  mult  u€  COniencu,  lUiu  vJ  1  •  •  r  azi 

janchof.i.ts  Energy  by.itsbeipg  but  a  Part  of  jhe  cxft rw/f  Urn 
f  Reading  opootfe  Role  hr  fillip 

^  Stuv^ctn  XZm  ™  being-  neither  unive, tally  to,  by  their 

ewn 
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nough>,  but'by  sWay  of  Cure  ;  which  is  prepofterous,  and 
audacious  ;  confidering,  that,  not  to  kitty  &c.  immediately , the 
Diftempered,  is  illegal  and  Penal . 

The  Law  therefore,  in  this  Particular,  having,  by  the 
Means  already  mentioned,  become  a  dead  Letter ,  of  no  Ef¬ 
fect  :  it  were  to  be  wifhed,  that,  as  an  Alterative ,  it  might 

be  made  a  Queftion  in  both  H - s  of  P - — t,  whether 

or  no,  the  killing ,  Cslc,  immediately  the  Dijlemperedy  is  a 
Meafure,  fo  far  to  be  approved,  as  that  it  is  the  S ine  qua  non « 

Should  which  Queftion,  after  mature  Deliberation,  be  re** 
folved  (as  probably  it  wou’d)  unanimoufly  in  the  Affirmative. 

- Why  then  :  as  Opinions  are  catching - .  So  it  is  to  be 

hoped,  that  the  G — tie — n  in  general,  the  J— ft— es  of  P — ce 
in  particular  :  and  the  whole  Body  of  the  People,  would 
thenceforth  not  only  acquiefcein  that  Judgment,  but  conform 

themfelves  with  all  Sincerity  and  Diligence  accordingly. - 

Efpecially,  ,if,  for  greater  Encouragement,  the  Bounty  for 
Cattle  killed ,  &c,Jhould  be  made  one  Half  of  the  Value ,  be  that 
more  or  lefs. 

This  Policy,  if  thought  proper,  it  is  humbly  conceived, 
might  have  thefe  good  Effefts.  Firjl ,  Perfons  poftefted  of 

own  Confeflion  ;  nor  at  all,  without  great  Care  and  Attendance,  and  much  Expence 
belides  ;  nor  availing  any  Thing  towards  putting  an  End  co  the  Contagion  (^the  l  hing 
principally  wanted)  are  no  lefs  abfurd  and  foolifh,  than  impudent  Pr^tenlions, 


Cattle 
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Catlle  of  the  bed  Value,  having  thereby  a  ftronger  Induce¬ 
ment  than  at  prefent,  would  probably  be  not  only  willing 
but  glad  to  comply  with  his  M- — -y’s  Orders.  Secondly, 
Such  Perfons  being  for  the  moil  Part,  of  greateft  Confequence 
in  their  refpe&ive  Neighbourhoods  ,  others  would  be  both 
ready  to  follow  their  Examples;  and,  in  Cafe  of  Refufal, 
eafily  compelled  to  it.  Thirdly ,  Under  this  Encouragement 
to  kill,  &c.  the  Occupiers  of  feeding  Lands  would  more  wil¬ 
lingly  venture  their  Money,  in  purchafing  lean  Cattle  from 
the  Breeders ;  and  be  lefs  inclined,  upon  a  Profpect  of  Dan¬ 
ger,  to  hurry  away  to  London ,  or  daughter  at  Home  their 
Oxen,  &c.  half  fed  ;  by  which  Means,  the  dreadful  Wade 
hitherto  committed,  would  be  prevented  for  the  Future  , 
and  the  Profit,  from  all  Lands,  perceived,  to  a  Degree, 
beyond  what  has  lately  been  ;  and,  without  this,  or  fome 
equivalent  Meafure,  probably  can  be,  for  Tears  to  come . 

To  check  the  more  Daring  and  Infolent,  the  Penalty,  in 
fome  Pittances,  has,  it’s  true,  been  increas’d  from  ten  to 
ffty  Pounds  ;  which,  no  Doubt,  is  fufficient.  But  what  fig- 
nify  Penalties  that  are  not  inflicted  if  Occafion  be  ?  Aud  I 
have  not  heard  of  fo  much  as  a  Angle  Perfon  molefled  for  not 
killing  his  Cattle  -when  di/lempercd  ;  or  for  not  fuffering  them 
to  be  killed .  On  the  Contrary,  that  Part  of  the  Law  is  flight¬ 
ed  in  the  very  firfl  Pittance  ;  I  mean  by  the  J-ft-es  of  P-r<e 
in  their  G-n-1 S— ff-ms  and  A— j— nte. 

They 
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They  alledge,  indeed,  for  them  felves,  when  hard  preffcd 
about  this  notorious  Negle£l,  viz,  That  they  cannot  A£l, 
but  as  Matters  come  before  them  upon  Information  ;  And, 

that  in  this  Cafe,  they  want  the  Means  of  Information .r . 

Which  is  not  an  exa£l  State  of  the  Cafe. 

By  his  M . y  s  Order  in  C-~c— I,  March  22,  1 747,  not 

only  the  Churchwardens,  Conftables,  and  Overfeers  of  the 

Poor,  were  appointed  Inipedlors  within  their  refpe£live  Pa- 

■ 

rifhes, — but  the  J . c--s,  at  their  G— n — 1  — r— r  S— f 

f—  ns  or  A— — j— nts  in  all  infefted  Counties,  were  impow'ered, 
and  required  to  appoint  a  fufficient  Number  of  fpeeial  Inf  pec- 

tors ,  with  proper  Salaries. . They  were  to  fubdivide  and 

diilribute  themfelves,  in  order  to  hold  convenient  Meetings, 
once  a  Fortnight  at  leafl,  for  the  receiving  of  Accounts,  from 
the  Parifh  Officers,  and  other  [pedal  Inf  pc  Hors,  of  what  they 

had  done,  from  Time  to  Time,  in  purfuance  of  his  M - y’s 

Orders,  and  their  Inflrudlions. — To  hear  Complaints  and 
punifh  Offenders. 

But  will  they  fay  generally,  that  fuel)  Meetings  have  been 
regularly  held ;  or  if  they  have,  that  the  Infpe&ors  have 
been  convened,  examined,  punifh’d,  or  reproved  ;  or  even 
that  the  Payment  of  their  Salaries  has  been  flopped  for  fuch 
their  Neglefts  ?  It  is  certain  that  feveral  of  them  cannot  fay 
th  is  ;  Or  that  thofe  Infpe£lors  had  it  given  them  in  fufficient 
ftri£l  Charge,  to  kill  all  difempered  Cattle,  or  to  fee  that  they 

wer 
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ibert  killed. — So  far  from  this,  that  I  know  where,  at  a  G — - 
n— 1  Qj — t—  r  S--{T~-ns,  held  immediately  after  his  M — y'a 
Order,  March  22,  1747,  in  a  County,  then  greatly  infect¬ 
ed,  An  Order  was  made  only  for  the  burying  carefully ,  ao 

cording  to  his  M - y’s  Rules,  the  Cattle  that  fhould  die  of 

the  Diftemper.  And  what  was  this,  but  an  Intimation,  or 
rather,  InftruCtion  to  the  People,  not  to  kill  their  diftempered 
Cattle,  notwithftanding  his  M - y’s  fo  positive  and  repeat¬ 

ed  legal  Directions  for  the  doing  of  it  ?  And  it  is  Notorious 
that  feveral  M — g tes  have  declared  openly  againft  the 

Expediency  of  carrying  that  Rule  especially  into  Execution  • 
infomuch  that  at  a  G — n — 1  Q^—t— r  S— If— ns  (held  lince  his 

M . y’s  Order  December  14,  1749?  in  a  County,  where 

the  Diftemper  is  now  raging,  a  fecond  Time)  a  Motion  being 
made  to  a  very  full  B — n— h,  by  one  of  the  J~-ft--ce,s  pre- 
fent,  for  taking  Proper  Meafures  towards  carrying  into  Ex¬ 
ecution,  that  particular  Part  of  his  M - y’s  Order  aforefaid, 

'as  (by  change  of  Stile)  He  had  moft  flrtffly  charged  and  com - 
manded  THEY  fhould  do ;  the  faid  Motion  was  receiv’d, 
not  barely  with  NegleCb,  but  alfo  with  fome  Degree  .of  Scorn 
and  Deri  fion. 

Such,  as  is  here  repre  Tented,  having  ‘been*  the  CondtfCl  df 

feveral  M- — g - tes,  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  Kingdom, 

THEY  moft  certainly  and  plainly  want  a  proper  -Rejolution 
*m\&Zcal9  and  a  due  Deference  to  the  Law  itfelf  fo  far  as  re- 
'  dates'  to  killing  of  the  Diftmpered. 


They 


(  25  ) 

'They  want  farther  to  be  urged  and  preffed  to  this  Pat  t  oif 
their  Duty ,  by  the  concurrent  Voice,  and  general  Defire  of 
ALL  th e  great  Landowners ,  in  their  feveral  Counties  ;  who, 
tho’  in  Co — m — n  of  P---ce,  do  not  give  themfelves  the 

Trouble  of  aCting. - Neverthelefs,  by  their  own  Examples 

and  Perfwafions,  along  with  their  Commands  to  Stewards  and 
Tenants ,  have  it  in  their  Power  to  do  much. 


But  alas  !  how  differently  do  Tfyje  a£t,  in  this,  from 
themfelves,  in  moft  other  Cales  ;  and  from  all  other  Perfons, 
in  Cafes  of  a  Ilkeintereftine;  Nature  ! - Suppofe  that  in  fortv 

r  r  r  1  T»  h  ,  •  ~  1  _  >  /■ 

or  fifty  leveral  Parts  or  the  two  great  Cities  of  L-~-d—n  and 

iff- — m - r,  there  were  fomany  (ingle  Houfes  in  Flames. 

- — —In  which  Cafe,  was  it  indeed  to  be  imagined  that  the 
fame. could  not  extend  beyond  thofe  particular  Houfes;  tho’ 
(he  Report,  however  true  and  certain,  might  not  perhaps 
affect  fifty  Perfons  befides  the  refpeCtive  Owners  and  Inhabi¬ 
tants. - Yet  Fire ,  as  every  Body  knows,  being  catching  ; 

in  other  Words,  Contagious - Such  an  Incident  would  raife 

a  general  Emotion  and  Concern.  All  Hand s  and  Heads ,  and 
Hearts  would  con fpire  to  the  extinguifhing  of  thofe  Flames. 
And  there  would  be  no  Reft  or  Tranquillity  till  that  was  ef¬ 
fected. - Now  there  is,  if  not  an  exaCt  Likenefs,  yet  a  very 

ftrong  Analogy  between  what  has  been  here  fuppofed,  and 
what  actually  is  the  Cafe,  in  regard  to  the  Diftempcr  of  the 
Cattle.  W E  arc  certain  that  it  is  contagious .  And  we  are  al- 
fo  affured  of  its  raging  at  fundry  Places ,  in  almoft  every  Quar¬ 
ter  of  the  Kingdom.  And  how  do  we  appear  to  be  moved 
with  it  ?  In  Truth,  not  much  otherwife,  than  we  are  apt  to 


D. 
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be  with  reading  the  News  of  a  Battle  in  Perjla ;  or  of  a 
Grand  Vijier  Depofed  at  Conflantinople . 

And  therefore,  after  fuch  amazing  Indifference,  as  has  been 
fhevvn  on  this  Occafion,  not  without  much  gainfaying ;  be- 
caufe  the  Power  of  Example  is  great ;  and  to  make  the  Matter 
more  fure  (For  conlidering  the  Nature  of  the  Cafe,  with  all 
the  Circumftances  attending  it,  no  Precautions  are  two  much) 
It  is  very  delirable,  that  th  z  Judges  of  djjize,  the  Lords  Lieu - 
tenants ,  and  all  others  of  Authority,  and  Credit,  fhould  in 
their  refpe&ive  Stations,  ufe  their  befi  Endeavours  to  ftrength  * 
en  the  Hands  of  the  Government,  and  induce  a  ready,  uni¬ 
form  Obedience  to  its  Rules,  towards  accompli fhing  the  great 
Work  of  delivering  their  Country  from  this  fweeping  Pefii- 
lence,  which  has  already  deprived  Numberlefs  poor  Families 
of  their  dayly  Suflenance  ;  and  which  threatens  a  yet  more 
general  Diftrefs,  thro’  ill  Payment  of  Refits ,  and  a  Failure 
in  thoTe  Common  NecefTaries  of  Life,  Beef ,  Veal,  Milk ,  But¬ 
ter,  Cheefe,  Tallow ,  Leather ,  All  which  together  mull 

produce  a  Failure  likewife  in  fome  Parts  of  the  Public  Revenue. 


THE  END, 


